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COVID19 MCO  abrupt move to online teaching as continuity plan.  
Some lecturers were unprepared for this. 
Unlike the conduct of courses designed as online courses from the start. 
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Needs to be better prepared for next semester. Incorporate 

frequent, lower stakes assessments into the course.
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Beyond online – to cater for those who has no or 

limited accessibility – for TnL and assessment 

activities.

Multiple means of representation for learning -

through texts, videos, images (e.g., infographics, 

posters), audio, open educational resources (OER) 

(ie. through LMS, web meeting platfroms, whatsapp, 

chat, emails, learning packets)
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Remote learning - can include activities such as 

self directed learning packets, synchronous and 

asynchronous learning activities in 

various learning management systems, and 

interactive web services that are considered e-

learning.

Headline - This 

Malaysian student 

spent 24 hours on a 

tree in order to get 

internet signal to 

complete her exams
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Assessment Strategies 
for Online/Remote 

Teaching
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7/2/2020 10Source: CADe (2020) UPM Virtual Classroom and e-Assessment Guidelines 
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Constructive 

alignment is a principle 

used for devising teaching 

and learning activities, and 

assessment tasks, that 

directly address the 

learning outcomes 

intended in a way not 

typically achieved in 

traditional lectures, tutorial 

classes and examinations 

(Biggs and Tang, 2011).

Build strong connections 

between course outcomes 

and what is assessed.



Open Book  
Take Home 

Tests
Quiz

Reflective 
Papers

Case 
Studies

Practical 
Work

Project

Oral 
tests Portfolio

Reading 
Assignment

Presentation
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Examples of 
Possible 

Assessment 
Options



OPEN BOOK TAKE HOME TEST
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OPEN
• Higher education is supposed to equip students with intellectual 

abilities and skills. 

BOOK

• Open-book exams test ability to quickly find relevant information and 
then to understand, analyse, apply knowledge and think critically. 
conducted online 

TEST

• Tests ability to find and use information for problem solving, and to 
deliver well-structured and well-presented arguments and solutions.

• Open-book exam questions usually require application of knowledge, 
and they may be essay-style questions or involve problem solving or 
delivering solutions.
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OPEN

• Tests used to assess how well students organize information, 
understand and analyze main concepts, and write effective 
responses.

BOOK
• Can limit the resources that they can refer to  but it is hard to 

detect.

TEST

• Questions should be of higher order (according to Bloom’s 
Taxonomy) which requires analytical/critical/creative thinking. 
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OPEN

BOOK

• Take-home exams can be a very effective tool for assessing 
students’ learning, but also present some challenges in 
ensuring equity for those taking them. The format gives 
students more time and flexibility to complete an advanced 
or complex assignment, perhaps with more resources, than 
they would have in a seated final exam. 

TEST

• Many sources suggest that take-home exams work best with 
open-ended questions, and in more advanced courses
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Source: https://honor.fas.harvard.edu/take-home-exams-tell-it-it

https://honor.fas.harvard.edu/take-home-exams-tell-it-it


OPEN
• Discuss with students about academic integrity with respect to this 

kind of open-ended assignment. 

BOOK

• Ask students to articulate importance of doing their own work, or 
what is the broader value of scholarly integrity, or how this 
assignment might be challenging in this respect?

TEST

• Have students sign an affirmation statement when they receive 
the exam or when they turn it in  - Sample Affirmation Text “I 
affirm my awareness of the standards of the Harvard College 
Honor Code.” 
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Source: https://honor.fas.harvard.edu/take-home-exams-tell-it-it

https://honor.fas.harvard.edu/take-home-exams-tell-it-it


EXAMPLES OF OPEN BOOK TAKE HOME TESTS
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International Business Transactions and the Law - Autumn 2015 

Take-Home Exam 

This exam includes six questions. You must answer two out of 

the six questions. Each question is of equal weighting. 

Around 1,000 – 1,500 words should be sufficient to answer each question. 

The questions require you to advise hypothetical clients regarding their rights 
and/or liabilities in the scenarios outlined, with reference to relevant laws. 

Where relevant, your answers should clearly state any assumptions you are 
making, and/or any additional information that would change the advice 
provided to your hypothetical clients 

For all questions below, assume that Kamaria is a member of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), and that it has ratified the Amended Hague-Visby Rules. 

Your answers to this exam must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 15 June 
2015 via Turnitin.
https://www.studocu.com/en-au/document/university-of-technology-sydney/international-business-
transactions-and-the-law/past-exams/samplepractice-exam-2015-questions-and-answers-take-home-
exam/299438/view
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Sample Question: Univ of Technology Sydney

https://www.studocu.com/en-au/document/university-of-technology-sydney/international-business-transactions-and-the-law/past-exams/samplepractice-exam-2015-questions-and-answers-take-home-exam/299438/view


QUESTION 1 

Over recent years, Kamaria has significantly expanded its car manufacturing 
industry, which has flourished due to Kamaria’s very low labour costs and the very 
generous government grants and tax exceptions which the Kamarian government 
provides to exporters. Kamaria has progressively increased the numbers of cars that 
it is exporting to overseas markets, including Australia. By contrast, due to increasing 
production costs, Australia’s car market has been struggling. It has been estimated 
that Kamarian-made cars sell for around half the price of Australian-made cars. 

The Australian Car Manufacturing Council, which is the peak body for Australian car 
manufacturers, is very concerned at Kamaria’s practices – which it sees as 
undermining the “level playing field” in car manufacturing. The Council fears 
Kamaria’s practices could make Australian car manufacturing plants unviable and 
ultimately lead to the collapse of Australia’s car manufacturing industry. After 
consulting with their members, the Council decides to request the Australian federal 
government to take urgent action to address the current situation. 

The Australian Car Manufacturing Council seeks your advice about the 
possible measures it could request the Australian federal government to take 
action in this scenario. 7/2/2020 21

Sample Question: Univ of Technology Sydney



QUESTION 2 

Kangaroo Fried Burgers (KFB) is an Australian fast food company that has grown 
significantly over recent years. After rapidly expanding throughout Australia and 
New Zealand, KFB’s board of directors has decided to expand its business into 
Kamaria. KFB’s board views Kamaria as a potentially lucrative market, as its economy 
is growing rapidly. Whilst the Kamarian government encourages foreign businesses 
to set up operations there (with many foreign businesses vying to commence 
operations there), connections with the ruling family are vital to successfully 
establish new businesses. The Kamarian government encourages foreign businesses 
to form joint ventures with businesses controlled by members of the Kamarian ruling 
family – under which the Kamarian ruling family businesses retain 60 per cent of the 
profits from these businesses. As an alternative, the Kamarian government allows 
foreign businesses to establish subsidiary companies in Kamaria, which do not have 
the 60 per cent profit sharing requirement. However, establishing these subsidiary 
companies usually requires quite substantial “facilitation payments” to be made to 
the Kamarian Minister for Development. 

The board of KFB seeks your advice about the preferable business structure for it 
to use in establishing and running its new business in Kamaria, and any legal issues 
that might from these options. 
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Sample Question: Univ of Technology Sydney
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Name: ______________________________________________ 

Biostatistics 1st year Comprehensive Examination: Applied Take-Home Exam 

Due June 9th, 2016 by 5pm. Late exams will not be accepted. Instructions: 

1. This is exam is to be completed independently. Do not discuss your work with anyone 

else. 

2. There are 2 questions and 3 pages. 

3. Answer each question to the best of your ability. Read the exam carefully. 

4. Be as specific as possible and type up your answers. 

5. This is a take-home examination. You may consult books, notes, and papers. You may use 

the Internet as a research resource. However, you may not consult or discuss this exam 

with another human being, directly or indirectly, nor may you seek help from another 

individual on the internet (e.g., no posting questions to chat rooms or message 

boards). 

6. If you have any questions, please contact Professor Blume by email or by phone (cell: 615-

545-2656). Texting is fine as well. Do not worry about being polite. Contact Professor Blume 

as needed; call for emergencies. 

7. Turn in your exam by emailing it to Professor Blume at j.blume@vanderbilt.edu AND 

Amanda Harding at amanda.harding@vanderbilt.edu. Your exam is not submitted until 

Professor Blume or Ms. Harding confirm your exam was received. Alternatively, you may 

turn in a hard copy to either person by the deadline. If you do not receive confirmation you 

should assume that your exam has not been received. 

8. Vanderbilt’s academic honor code applies; adhere to the spirit of this code. Link to this 

exam: 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/25204698/Comps/Comp2016_1yr_ATH_Final.pdf



2. Analysis of Prostate Cancer Data 

Objective: Investigate if prostate-specific antigen (PSA) and/or Gleason score can be 
used to predict whether the tumor has penetrated the prostatic capsule. Questions 
to be answered are listed on the next page. 

Background: Prostate cancer is cancer that begins in tissues of the prostate gland. 
The prostate capsule is the membrane that surrounds the prostate gland. As 
prostate cancer advances, the disease may extend into the capsule (extraprostatic
extension) or beyond (extracapsular extension) and into the seminal vesicles. 
Capsular penetration is a poor prognostic indicator, which accounts for a reduced 
survival expectancy and a higher progression rate following radical prostatectomy. 
PSA is an enzyme produced in the epithelial cells of both benign and malignant 
tissue of the prostate. PSA is used as a tumor marker to determine the presence of 
prostate cancer because a greater prostatic volume, associated with prostate cancer, 
produces larger amount of prostate-specific antigen. PSA is measured in samples of 
blood. After a prostate biopsy, a pathologist examines the samples of prostate 
cancer cells to see how the patterns, sizes, and shapes are different from healthy 
prostate cells. The pathologist assigns a Gleason grade to the most common pattern 
of prostate cancer cells and assigns a second Gleason grade to the second-most 
common pattern of prostate cancer cells. These two Gleason grades indicate the 
cancer’s aggressiveness, which in turn indicates how quickly prostate cancer may 
extend out of the prostate gland. The Gleason score is the sum of the two Gleason 
grades: Gleason 1 + Gleason 2.7/2/2020 24
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• This is a take-home exam. The instructor is not unaware of the possibilities that 
exist for obtaining exam solutions outside of one’s own abilities. Therefore, the 
general rules apply:

• You may not collaborate or otherwise work with anyone else either physically or 
virtually. The work submitted must be your understanding.

• You may use your notes, your course text, and any online tutorials that do not 
require you to interact with another person. The murkiness about “using online 
tutorials” is resolved below:

– Do not submit your exam problems to someone or some agency who will do 
the exam for you. These people do everyone except themselves a disservice. 
They harm you because you won’t learn and therefore won’t earn (neither 
money nor the joy of knowing something). They mock the education process. 
They benefit by collecting cash because you may not know something. Don’t let 
this be a pattern for your life. A grade is a grade and over time will mean less 
and less, but knowledge acquired pays dividends for as long as you retain that 
knowledge.

– The instructor reserves the right to ask the student submitting the exam to 
explain the answers for any or all problems on the exam. If the student is 
unable to provide a satisfactory answer, then it will be assumed that the work 
was not done in an earnest manner and as such the problem in question will 
receive no credit.

http://mathmisery.com/wp/2013/10/23/thoughts-on-take-home-exams/7/2/2020 27

http://mathmisery.com/wp/2013/10/23/thoughts-on-take-home-exams/


Can one conduct the ‘regular’ 2 hrs exam for students at remote 
sites?

• Yes, but must have means to authenticate the test taker –
human proctor, automated online proctoring, or monitored 
through platforms such as  zoom, google meet. 

• Chances that they can cheat is quite high. 
• Many studies have been done on these issues.
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Talview's system is completely automated and 

is always monitoring suspicious activity using 

advanced video and audio analytics. Our 

software ensures the candidate focuses on 

the test screen; monitors the light and other 

factors in the room; checks for suspicious 

objects and background voice activity; and 

watches the browser window to detect 

changes.



Using the ‘regular’ tests for open book take home test

• Consist of multiple choice questions, short essays

• Give limited time given to answer

• Students can all take the test at the same time or at different  
time but questions must be randomized

• Give one question at a time – no looking back

• Considering the number of questions, time allotted, and the 
unique order of questions for each student, there just 
wouldn’t be time for students to inappropriately collaborate. 

• Must be made difficult to “just look up.”

• Create questions of higher order Bloom’s level questions. NO 
RECALL QUESTIONS.
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https://assessment.ucdavis.edu/resources/BloomsTaxonomy


OTHER FORMS OF 
OPEN TAKE HOME 

TESTS/

ASSESSMENTS
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Assessment for Practical Work

• Competency in actually setting up the assigned task 
using materials and equipment available

• Can post video on you tube 

• Problems in cases where students do not have the 
equipment/tools/machines to complete the tasks 
given

• May use Indirect Assessment of Practical Skills 
(IAPS) where students’ skills are inferred in a 
written examination or through some other 
secondary form of assessment.
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Online Oral Test

• Provide nearly immediate feedback and so 
allow the student to learn as they are tested.

• Two main drawbacks: amount of time 
required and the problem of record-keeping.

• Using any stable platforms eg google meet, 
zoom, skype 
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Reading Assignment

• Summarize paper using infographic

• Sharing ideas – eg padlet

• Open ended – to justify, defend, cannot be 
based on a fixed answer scheme
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Reflective paper

• Identifies the most significant learnings, and 
why they are significant to the learner

• Includes analysis, not just description 
account of the event/activity

• Identifies changes in behaviour, specifically 
those that change practice, and the reasons 
for these changes

• Includes other (potentially critical) 
perspectives as well as your own: it requires 
you to ‘stand back’ from the event/activity

• A reflective assessment should include an 
Action Plan that states what change will be 
made, when it will be made, and the 
expected outcomes
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https://www.cccep.ca/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Reflection%20and%20Reflective%2

0Assessment%20(Examples).pdf

Metacognition is an 

awareness of one's own 

thought processes. As such, 

it involves an almost 

simultaneous, concious

degree of self-awareness. 

"This is how I approach or 

think about a situation"; "this 

is how I might best approach 

this particular concept in 

order to more fully 

understand it"; "this is how I 

am thinking about this issue 

and it is or is not effective"; 

"these are other possible 

approaches I might take 

instead" (Courts and 

McInerney, 1993 p.57)

https://www.cccep.ca/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Reflection and Reflective Assessment (Examples).pdf


Example – Reflective Paper
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Quiz

• Short but frequent quizzes can help both the instructor and 
the student track their learning progress. A quiz can be just 
10-15 questions long to provide sufficient information for 
feedback.

• For multiple choice quizzes, automated grading can save 
instructors time and provide quick feedback for students.

• For short answer or short constructed response items, 
instructors may want to provide additional commentary 
feedback through emails or through the use of a private 
communication platform in a Learning Management System.

• https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/
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https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/


Projects

• Projects can include simulations, role playing, case studies, problem 
solving exercises, group collaborative work, and brainstorming or 
debates on various topics.

• For individual projects, participants in group projects should receive 
peer feedback for a variety of viewpoints. An online environment 
allows students or the instructor to give and receive immediate 
feedback.

• Students present their findings and conclusions via 
websites/blogs/forums/discussion boards.

• Instructors need to provide evaluation forms for self-evaluation and 
peer assessment

• https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/
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https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/


Portfolio

• Students can be creative in showcasing 
their learning and growth through 
various combinations of papers, 
audio/video, and/or presentations.

• Instructors can also pre-determine what 
ought to be included in each portfolio

• Peer reviews of portfolios can also serve 
as an effective learning and assessment 
tool

• https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-

evidence/
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Include entries 
that 
demonstrate a 
progression of 
student 
understandings 
and ultimately 
mastery of the 
concepts

https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/


Presentations

• Presentations can be in the form of informational 
web pages such as blogs, web-based student-
generated quizzes, video/audio, or slide shows.

• Students can construct knowledge collaboratively, 
and engage in self and peer reflection. 
Peer assessment can enhance students' learning as 
they read and assess one another, developing their 
discrimination skills and learning from the 
discourse community.
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https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/

https://sites.psu.edu/onlineassessment/gather-evidence/


Case Study
• Case studies can be used for individual or group assessment

• Asynchronous communication environment (discussion/blogs instead of 
chat) is actually more appropriate for problem based approaches because 
students have more time to reflect and collaborate with each other.

• Teams of 5-6 are recommended.

• Each team member can be responsible for contributing responses for one 
or more cases by posting their reports and supporting materials. Other 
team members then respond with questions to the original posts. Based 
on question and critiques from team members, students can revise 
individual reports. Instructor can follow up by asking students to develop a 
case from their real world experience. Students can use a variety of 
methods such as simulation/games, videos, slide shows, photos, staged 
dialogue, and narration over text and images.
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for students

Synthesize

• Remind them that they are evaluated on their ability 
to synthesize data from multiple sources (books and 
scholarly articles). Should show that multiple sources 
were used to develop conclusions.

Avoid Plagiarism

• Remind students that they cannot take credit for 
another person’s ideas without proper attribution. 
Must know how to cite and quote from a source and 
avoid over-relying on others’ ideas and words. 
Produce turnitin report together with the 
test/assignments.
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Proofread
• Check spelling, grammatical, and other errors 

before turning it in. It is expected since 
students are given ample time to work on the 
test. 

Do Your Own Work
• Don’t discuss/ask others to complete take-

home tests. It can easily be identified. Resist 
the temptation to compare tests with other 
students.7/2/2020 42

for students



Keep Copies

• Save a copy of your take-home test besides 
having it in your desktop. Save all 
correspondences to show that the test was 
sent on time. 

Don’t Wait Until the Last Minute

• Do not procrastinate.  Examiners have high 
expectations for the output that is being 
submitted. Begin the test as soon as possible. 
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for students



• Make sure that they receive confirmation that 
the test has been received by the lecturer.
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for students



HELPING STUDENTS PREPARE FOR 
THE EXAM
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Helping students prepare for the exam

• Know major concepts, organization 

of main ideas, and relationships 

between different concepts.

• Use lecture notes to zero in on what 

the instructor is likely to ask on the 

exam.
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• Plan ahead by creating an outline of the material.

• Anticipate the test questions. Use your imagination 

as to what material will be covered..

https://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/studystrategies/take_home.html

https://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/studystrategies/take_home.html


Helping students prepare for the exam

• Prepare potential answers to your anticipated 
questions.

• Mark with sticky notes, highlighting, color coding, or 
other markers those sections of your textbook or notes 
that might address different potential questions. Clearly 
label the markers with specific descriptions, so those 
sections can be found easily during the exam.

• Make lists of important facts and other details in an 
organized way, so this information will be readily 
available as you need it during the exam
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• .

https://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/studystrategies/take_home.html

https://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/studystrategies/take_home.html


MINIMIZING CHEATING IN ONLINE 
ASSESSMENTS
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Research in this area suggests over 50% of college students cheat 

on an exam or test at some point, and most cheating occurs in-

person because most teaching occurs in-person (Landers, 2020)
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Students cheat even for in-class exams
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Solutions?



• How To Cheat On Some Online Multiple Choice 
Tests

• HOW To HACK and find ANSWERS to Questions in 
ONLINE EXAMS TESTS in any Website TRICK -
PART 1 !
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Check out!! 

MCQ can only be conducted as an online 
assessment option if it is proctored or can be 
monitored online and with just enough time given 
for completion.



Strategies for Minimizing Cheating in Online Assessments

• Use Question Banks - students can choose questions 
groups

• Mix Objective and Subjective Questions - Mixing 
objective and subjective questions may not prevent 
students from sharing answers/information, but it may 
limit the effect on a student’s final grade (Watson and 
Sottile, 2010).

• Set a Timer - Those adequately prepared to take a test 
are less likely to rely on books or notes compared with 
unprepared students.
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Source: https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-

assessments-with-canvas/

https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-assessments-with-canvas/


Strategies for Minimizing Cheating in Online Assessments

• Display One Question at a Time - With multiple 
questions displayed on a computer screen, it is easy for 
students to take screen captures/photos with their 
mobile devices and share them with other 
students. While students can still technically create 
images of single questions, or even copy/paste them into 
a document, it is more time consuming and unwieldly.
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Source: https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-

assessments-with-canvas/

https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-assessments-with-canvas/


Strategies for Minimizing Cheating in Online Assessments

• Limit the Number of Attempts – When the Allow 
Multiple Attempts is disabled (suggestion using Canvas),  
students only have one attempt to answer. This can 
minimize student attempts at answering potentially 
incorrect test questions.
Consider allowing multiple attempts for low-stakes 
assessments (short quizzes) while allowing one attempt 
for high-stakes assessments (mid-terms and final 

exams).
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Source: https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-

assessments-with-canvas/

https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-assessments-with-canvas/


Strategies for Minimizing Cheating in Online Assessments

• Limit Feedback Displayed to Students – Faculty can limit 
what types of feedback are displayed upon completion of 
a test (Remember: Assessment as and for learning) 

• Be Purposefully Selective in Assessment Methods –
Consider using multiple choice for lower stakes 
assessment of student learning. In assessing student 
mastery of course outcomes, considered other methods 
(e.g. portfolios, performance tasks, presentations, 
reports). Designed to measure different course 
outcomes. 
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Source: https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-

assessments-with-canvas/

https://sites.baylor.edu/idblog/2018/05/16/7-strategies-for-minimizing-cheating-in-online-assessments-with-canvas/


• Be 
considerate 
(this is not a 
normal 
semester nor 
a normal and 
conducive 
learning 
experience)

• Send 
multiple 
reminders 
to 
students

• Be 
flexible 
with 
time (for 
students 
who 
provide 
valid 
reasons)
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MAKE SURE THE ASSESSMENTS ARE VALID, 
RELIABLE & AUTHENTIC
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Increasing reliability:

• Provide clear instructions on how to answer questions in all 

tests. 

• Develop marking schemes/rubrics as a guide to ensure 

standardization in marking. Vague scoring criteria threaten 

reliability. 

• Ensure a fair distribution of marks for each question/task. 

• Provide clear guides for observing and recording evidences. 

• Ensure that the test venue is conducive and that the tests are 

administered in a fair manner. 

• In cases of multiple examiners, conduct moderation in marking. 

The appointed moderators determine appropriateness of the 

standards and marking. 

• Develop tests of appropriate length. Very short tests are less 

reliable. 



• application of acquired knowledge and skills to real-
world situations 

• determine whether students can put their learning to 
gather information, analyze it down to relevance and 
using it to solve problems.7/2/2020 61
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aida@upm.edu.my

aidasuraya@gmail.com
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